
Goodleigh Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 4 April 2023 at 6:30pm at Goodleigh Village Hall 
 
Present: Cllrs A Seaford (Chairman), S Clarke, R Gulwell, Mrs C  Karniewicz and Mrs J Morris. 
 
In Attendance:  6 members of the public, Parish Clerk. 
 
169. Items from the public 

It was understood that the District Council wards had not been changed, and that Gunn would remain in the 
Landkey ward. Cllr Prowse to be asked to confirm at the next meeting. 
In answer to a query, it was confirmed that DCC had withdrawn its lengthsman service.  
The road service at Combe Lane was getting very bad, with potholes and loose stones on the surface. This was 
considered dangerous for the primary school children that use it.   
 

170. Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Dr S Ley, Cllr M Prowse (NDC) and Cllr Mrs A Davis (DCC) 
 

Cllrs Dr Ley and M Prowse had been due to attend the meeting remotely, but technical problems prevented 
them doing so. 

 
171. Approval of Minutes of meeting held 7 March 2023 

The Minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as a true record. 
 

172. Matters Arising from the Minutes  
The Clerk reported that at the close of nominations, forms had been received from Cllrs S Clarke, R Gulwell, 
Dr S Ley and N Thorne. These four existing councillors had been re-elected to the council for the next four 
years. No other nominations had been submitted. 

 The four vacancies would be filled by co-option. 
 
173. Reports 

1. District Councillor 
  None – District Councillor not present. 

 

2. County Councillor 
  £2 Bus fare until June 2023  

Please try and use the bus, even for a few journeys a month, encourage others to try it out. At only £2 
a trip this is substantially cheaper than taking a car into Barnstaple and no car parking charges.  
Bus passengers in Devon can take advantage of a cap on single bus fares as part of the Department for 
Transport’s new fares initiative, through the Government’s Help for Households campaign. 
Bus users will pay no more than £2 for a single journey when boarding the bus anytime in February, 
March, April, May and June. 
For more information on the £2 single fares scheme, terms and conditions and exclusions, visit 
the Travel Devon website. 
Devolution 
A devolution deal for Devon, Torbay and Plymouth has recently moved a step closer following an 
announcement by Dehanna Davidson the governments levelling up  minister. For residents in Devon 
this would being greater local control over key local priorities such as housing, public transport and 
connectivity and skills our economy needs. 
The deal would not require a change to the established democratic structures across the area or need an 
elected mayor. 
The new powers would be devolved to a partnership of existing local councils who would deliver on a 
joint programme working alongside a wide range of local stakeholders. 
Local partners across Devon have now been invited to work together to prepare a final business case to 
present to Government for final approval later this year. 
Any final deal would require local consent with the full agreement of all the constituent councils as 
well as parliamentary approval. 
Additional Funds for roads 
Devon will receive an extra £9.4m announced in the recent budget to fund highway maintenance. The 
majority of this will be used on the minor road network. I will know more about allocations in the next 
weeks. 
The County’s share of the £200m announced is the largest amongst County and unitary authorities. 

https://www.traveldevon.info/bus/latest-news-service-updates/get-around-for-2-this-winter/
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This winters weather has had a significant impact on Devons 8000 miles of road network, this 
additional funding will contribute to the extensive maintenance and repair programme across Devon. 
Community emergency plan funding opportunities 
Independent charity Devon Communities Together is working with Devon County Council (DCC) and 
the Environment Agency to provide the funding opportunities. 
This latest programme is financed by DCC and the South West Regional Flood & Coastal Committee 
local levy funding, and is administered by Devon Communities Together as part of its role in 
the Devon Community Resilience Forum (DCRF), whose core mission to help communities prepare 
for, and respond to, emergencies. 
Scheme 1 – up to £250 for communities that wish to develop their own Community Emergency Plan 
The Devon Community Resilience Board (DCRB) wants to encourage more communities to produce a 
Community Emergency Plan (CEP). 
A CEP is a document which helps guide a community to organise a response to a local emergency; 
from flooding or snow to the completely unexpected. They ideally need to be updated every three 
years, however some communities in Devon either don’t have a plan in place or are not sure how to 
put together a support document for their community. The aim is that by providing this funding, many 
more communities across the county will be able to put plans in place to ensure their resilience in case 
anything happens within their community. 
Once approved and completed, the DCRB will upload a completed CEP to a secure government 
gateway. This enables emergency responders to combine local knowledge with their expertise, 
allowing an effective place-based, joined-up response. 
Devon’s communities can bid for this fund to help form their own Community Emergency Planning 
group. 
Further guidance and support on creating the group can also be provided from the DCRF with in-
person attendance from a Devon Communities Together Resilience Project 
Officer. https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/grant-funding-emergency-flood-resilience 
Scheme 2 – up to £1,500 for small scale works and resilience equipment (once a CEP is in place) 
Experience has shown that a wide range of small resilience measures can make a real difference to 
communities. This funding is available to communities to improve their own resilience with 
equipment and small scale works, and may range from the provision of sandbag stores and other flood 
protection equipment, road signs, tools and personal protective equipment, to one off small scale 
works to reduce risk. 
DCRF recommends that a Community Emergency Response Team defines its own shopping list to 
meet local requirements. Examples of resilience measures can be provided by the DCRF, other 
communities, or Devon County Council to help a Community Emergency Planning Group consider 
what might be best for a particular area. 

 
174. Planning Applications  

76891 Conversion of stable to dwelling, Stonechat Goodleigh Road Barnstaple 
  The council had no objection to the application, and agreed to recommend approval. 
 
76932 Erection of one residential dwelling and associated works, Land adjacent Jade Valley 

Goodleigh Road Barnstaple 
  The council had no objection to the application, and agreed to recommend approval 
 

175. Coronation Celebrations 
The flyers had been produced and were ready for distribution. Contributions of raffle prizes would be 
appreciated. 

 
176. Community Speedwatch 

Mrs C  Karniewicz reported that she had been in contact with the police, who were keen to meet those 
interested in forming a group. 

 
177. Play Area Inspection Report 

Following the inspection in March, the report had been received. A few items had been identified as needing 
attention, but nothing serious. It was agreed to send a copy of the report to the volunteers who were helping to 
look after the play area. 

 

https://devoncommunities.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://devoncommunities.org.uk/projects/devon-community-resilience-forum
https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/grant-funding-emergency-flood-resilience
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178. Correspondence 

1. Notification of a Road Closure on 24 April between Goodleigh Cross and Coombe Cross for 
resurfacing work. 

2. NDC would be running online Code of Conduct Training on 5 June at 6pm on Teams. The Clerk 
would circulate the link to councillors. 

 
179. Surface Water/Drains/Highways 

It was reported that the road surface at Crow Hill was in a poor condition. The number and depth of the 
potholes mad the road almost unusable. 

 
180. Matters from the Chairman   
  None. 
 
181. Finance 

1. Payments 
Goodleigh Village Hall – hire for February meeting £  30.00  Cheque No.987 

North Devon Homes – rent for play area   £    7.50  Cheque No.978  
Playsafety      £  90.00  Cheque No.989  
Clerk’s Salary & Expenses     £  67.32  Cheque No.990 
HMRC        £  16.40  Cheque No.991 

DALC – membership     £138.88  Cheque No.992 
Goodleigh Village Hall - hire for March meeting  £  30.00  Cheque No. 993  

AM Dennis – hedge cutting    £  96.00  Cheque No.994 

The eight accounts were approved for payment. 
 
182. Items for the next Agenda: 
 Community Speedwatch. 
 
183. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 23 May 2023   
  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at  8.05pm. 
 
 
 
Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .    Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chairman 


