Goodleigh Annual Parish Meeting

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 5th May 2026, in the Village Hall at 7pm.

Present:	Cllrs N Thorne in the chair, Ms L Boyle,	R Gulwell, Dr S Ley, Dr F Underwood, R Underwood and C King

In Attendance:  6 members of the public, Cllr Mrs A Davies (DDC), Parish Clerk.

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr K Bartlett, and Cllr M Prowse (NDC).

2. Approval of Minutes of the 2025 Annual Parish Meeting
The Minutes of the 2025 Annual \parish Meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes.
None.

4. Parish Council Annual Report from the Chairman
Cllr Thorne reported that it had been an interesting year with the planning application from Acorn Homes to increase the number of properties being built on the site across the track from the village hall.  It was recommended that the Councils continue to apply pressure to SWW to upgrade the current inadequate sewerage facilities within the village.
The Pensioners Christmas lunch was a great success.
The funds for the play area have now been fully spent
The Speedwatch team have been hampered by the bad weather limiting the number of available days that the team could get out. Thanks were extended to all the team.
During the year two new parish councillors had been co-opted.

5. District Councillor’s Report
No report received - councillor not present.

6. County Councillor’s Report
No report received.

7. Reports from Village Organisations

Village Hall Committee
The year has been a financial success. We have held 3 extremely good fund raisers and we are very grateful to the village community who have been wonderful in supporting these. Additionally the hall is now very well booked and so we have been able to have the walls re-painted, and the dishwasher and cooker have been replaced. The storage cupboard roof leaked during the heavy winter rains, blowing electrics. The roof has now been repaired and the electrician booked. We are aware that in order to keep up to date with modern standards, we need to upgrade old equipment regularly.

To enable us to remain financially viable and available for village use, we do need to let the hall to outsiders. On occasions this has caused some problems with extreme mess being left and some damage done. This has meant we now take a deposit of £100 for party bookings from non- village people.

We have been approached twice by Acorn Homes with requests to tap into our water supply. Despite promises of payments, the hall committee unanimously voted against this on both occasions.

The Summer Skittles group wish to upgrade the hall alley and are fundraising to do it, but although we support them and are willing to help, it is an entirely separate project from the village hall's issues.

We have updated our constitution and incorporated the Charity Commission model, but overall little is changed and it retains the original ethos. Over the last few years, the amount of work involving the committee of volunteers who run the hall has increased significantly.


Report from Goodleigh United Church

The building project within the Church has been completed to create a separate area. New heating installed and an internal repaint has been carried out.  There is now a requirement for the old cement mortar to be removed and replaced with the correct lime mortar.
The Church thanks the Parish Council for the donations towards the upkeep of the churchyard.

Goodleigh Twinning Association report for Parish Council AGM 2025-2026

Goodleigh has been twinned with Rosel and Lasson, in Normandy, France for 46 years, with visits between the 2 villages occurring annually (except for COVID).
This year was no exception. The French twinners came to England in October. Unfortunately the (English) bus driver managed to get them lost and damage the coach near Copplestone and so the visit began with a rescue mission! All was well and it was good to greet old friends and to introduce new ones on both sides. There were 2 new hosting families in Goodleigh who seemed to enjoy their first twinning experience. We spent a day in Dunster visiting the castle and the village, spent time with families showing new French twinners around Goodleigh and the surrounding area and finished the visit with an early bonfire party. Some families made guys for the fire and the Morris dancers performed. We had a barbecue with traditional bonfire food and enjoyed fireworks (although we were surprised, having ordered silent ones, when they weren’t!). Our visitors left next morning to return to France.
The twinning association offers a warm welcome to anyone who would like to join us, visits are always fun and busy and remind us that language differences are never a barrier to the friendship between the two villages.

There being no further reports and business the meeting closed at 7.15pm
